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Council approves funding for new hospital 

After months of debates, 
delegations, a town-wide survey and 
public meetings, Oakville council 
has voted to contribute $200 million 
to Halton Healthcare Services (HHS) 
to help build the new Oakville 
hospital. 
The decision, which was supported 
by all but two councillors, will see 
the Oakville contribution paid in 
chunks with a $130 million payment 
due when the hospital is open and 
operational in 2015, another $40 
million paid over the next 30 years to 
cover the hospital’s lifecycle costs 
and $30 million paid at the time of 
the project’s financial close, but only 
if it is seen as necessary by the 
council of the day. 
Ward 3 Town and Regional 
Councillor Keith Bird, who voted 
against the contribution, said during Tuesday’s meeting that 
he had seen nothing to convince him that the hospital funding 
was a responsibility of the municipal government and voiced 
concerns that giving the money to HHS would end the 
dialogue with the Province to change this. 
Ward 2 Councillor Cathy Duddeck also voted against the 
contribution stating she would not vote to burden residents 
with another tax, particularly when so many questions remain 
unanswered about the new hospital — such as when the 
proposed 457 beds will be staffed and operational. 
Duddeck said she resented the Province for legislating how 
much an area should grow and then not fully funding the 
things the area needs to accommodate that growth. 
“The Oakville community is being asked to finance something 
that is a provincial responsibility,” said Duddeck. 
“Even if the Province refused to completely fund the building 
of the hospital, at the very least it could have reinstated the 
Development Charges Act. That would have provided regional 
governments the much needed tools to fund capital costs for 
building new hospitals.” 
Those who voted for the decision cited a number of reasons. 
Ward 6 Town and Regional Councillor Tom Adams, who moved the approval motion, said a new hospital is 
needed to provide clinically improved service levels and attract the best and brightest medical staff to the Oakville 
community. 
“We’ve heard from our medical community that improvements are necessary not only in the size, but in the type of 
facility that we have. The use of single-patient rooms for the majority of the space is not about creating luxury 
accommodation. It is about creating better patient outcomes and patients will not be turned away as a result,” said 
Adams. 
“Hospitals are prohibited from turning away patients based on their ability to pay under Canadian legislation. Under 
the Public Hospital Act and the Canada Health Act, the only requirement for admission to a hospital is an admitting 
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Council approves funding for new hospital. Artist's rendering of new Oakville 
hospital. Courtesy Halton Health Sciences  

“We’ve heard from our 
medical community that 
improvements are 
necessary not only in the 
size, but in the type of 
facility that we have. The 
use of single-patient rooms 
for the majority of the 
space is not about creating 
luxury accommodation. It 
is about creating better 
patient outcomes and 
patients will not be turned 
away as a result.” - Ward 6 
Town and Regional 
Councillor Tom Adams.  
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order from a patient’s physician.” 
Ward 5 Town and Regional Councillor Jeff Knoll said he is upset the Province has forced the Town to either 
contribute the local share dictated or see the provincial funding for the hospital go to other communities. 
At the end of the day, however, he said the Town has no choice because the majority of Oakville residents  want a 
new hospital.  Council can’t risk calling the Province’s bluff, he said. 
“We’ve been told that we have to stand up and fight the Province, draw a line in the sand and say, ‘Heck no, we’re 
not going to do this,’” said Knoll. “That’s all great in theory, but the bottom line is you can just ask our friends at 
C4CA (Citizens for Clean Air) how successful they’ve been so far at trying to get the Province to change its mind 
about something. It just ain’t going to happen.” 
Ward 1 Town and Regional Councillor Alan Johnston said Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital (OTMH) has been 
Oakville’s hospital since 1948 and has served the community well, but pointed out that the community has 
outgrown the facility and it is too small to be the hospital Oakville needs today and in the future. 
Delaying the project, he said, would condemn countless residents to seek basic health care outside the 
community, something he considered unacceptable. 
“This council has listened, has asked questions and now it’s time to decide. I believe we have done our due 
diligence and have the information to make that decision and that decision is, do we want a hospital of the 21st 
century or are we satisfied with one that was built in 1948?” said Johnston. 
Ward 4 Town and Regional Councillor Allan Elgar chastised the previous provincial government during his remarks 
for not allowing regional governments to collect development charges for the funding of hospitals. 
In 2002, Elgar said he voted against growth at council, but lost. 
The consequences of that decision are being felt now, he said. 
While Elgar said he doesn’t like the situation or the Province’s refusal to publicly disclose a ballpark figure for what 
the hospital will actually cost, he feels responsibility must be taken for the previous council’s decision to permit 
growth by ensuring adequate health care for this growing population. 
Elgar also said the new hospital, which will be located at the corner of Third Line and Dundas Street, would be 
good for Oakville’s economic development creating a nucleus for new employment and result in the creation of a 
life sciences park. 
Ward 6 Councillor Max Khan said the hospital is affordable for both the Town and Oakville residents and outlined 
why in a rudimentary calculation. 
In this calculation, he noted that for the local share , if the Town needed to borrow $130 million, under a worst-case 
scenario, the total amount to be repaid, with interest, would be $283 million. 
 Assuming there will be more than 88,000 households when the money needs to start being paid back in 2015, 
each household will be required to pay $3,187. 
This breaks down to $106.23 per household per year and 29 cents per household per day. 
“So what do we get for that? First of all we’re getting improved access to health care; we’re going to have more 
hospital beds, more MRIs, more CT scanners, and you heard Dr. (Neil) Rau say that it would reduce the spread of 
infectious diseases; you heard Dr. (Michael) Heffernan say it would improve our cardiac care; you heard Dr. (Alan) 
Brown say it would promote the dignity of patients suffering from psychiatric disorders,” said Khan. 
“It will overall reduce wait times.” 
Khan said that because of this project a large amount of the taxes residents pay for health care, which could have 
benefited other communities, will be returning to Oakville in the form of provincial funding. 
With a commitment to Oakville’s $530 million local share secure ($200 million from the Town, $60 million to be 
raised by the Oakville Hospital Foundation and $270 from hospital revenue) the hospital project now moves into 
the Request for Proposal (RFP) stage in which HHS will hear bids from companies willing to build the hospital. 
When this process comes to an end in the spring of 2011 the final facts will be revealed as to how much the 
hospital will actually cost to build, what services it will be able to accommodate and more. 
Council will then be asked to give a final commitment to their local share. 
The Town’s contribution is subject to a number of conditions including: 
• that HHS achieves commercial close for the project by March 1, 2012 and a subsequent and timely financial 
close. 
• that HHS receives approval from the Ministry of Health for its local share program and planned new services. 
• that any savings or reduction in the local share plan derived through the RFP process and/or change in the 
capital cost share between HHS and the Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care be deducted from the Town’s 
portion of the local share first. 
• that the Town enter into an agreement with HHS regarding the disposition of the existing fourteen-acre OTMH 
property, which includes an option for the transfer of the property to the Town of Oakville for the amount of $1. 
• that the integrated energy system planned by Oakville Hydro is a key element to the Town’s commitment to the 
local share program. 
• that the following physical assets are available or acquired on opening day: 
1. 2 MRIs and 3 CT scanners; or 
2. 3 MRIs and 2 CT scanners; and 
3. 457 beds 
 
 
 
 

User Comments  
Login to comment  

More Stories 
 

Small - Large | Print | Email | Add to Favourites | 

News  

Colleges get funding to help 
small businesses grow  

 
Securities commission issues local man second 
lifetime ban  
Inglis to run in October election

Featured Businesses 

Topper's Pizza 
Kitchener  
Your Full Service 
Pizzeria, VIP Corporate 
Discount Available. 
Order Online Today.  

Inspirefit Inc.  
Need a Personalized 
Fitness Program? Call 
for a FREE 
Consultation.  

IEWS - Institute of 
Energy Wellness 
Studies  
Seminars, Workshops & 
Diploma Programs in 
Holistic Health.  

Heritage Construction 
Group  
Helping You Beautify 
Your Home!  

ASAP Fence  
Affordable Service, 
Assorted Products. We 
Don’t Just Build Fences, 
We Build Relationships! 

Junkaroo 
Burlington/Oakville  
FREE, NO PRESSURE, 
NO OBLIGATION, NO 
HASSLE ESTIMATE  

Lakeside Garden 
Gallery  
Full Service Garden 
Centre For All Your 
Landscaping Needs. 
Click Here For More 
Info… 

Newest first



© Copyright Metroland 2010  |  Metroland Media Group Ltd.  |  Corporate Privacy Policy  |  Webmaster  

Education on tap at next Chamber breakfast  

Growth business  
Mayor meals  
A ‘magical’ moment for local transit  

Elderly man leads police on chase  
Celebrating 40 years  
GenNext to hold social networking breakfast to benefit 
the United Way 

InsideHalton.com 

InsideHalton  
About Us  
Advertise with Us
Contact Us  
Corporate Sales  
Order a Photo  
Print Editions  
Sitemap  
Work for Us  

Local Info  
Announcements
Jobs  
Cars  
Real Estate  
Rentals  
Classifieds  
Flyers  

Local Sites  
BramptonGuardian.com
CambridgeTimes.ca  
CottageCountryNow.ca 
DurhamRegion.com  
InsideToronto.com  
Mississauga.com  
Simcoe.com  
YorkRegion.com  

Affiliates 
Goldbook.ca  
InsuranceHotline.com  
Leasebusters.com  
MyHolidayHomeRental.com
OurFaves.com  
Save.ca  
Toronto.com

Daily Newspapers 
The Guelph Mercury  
The Hamilton Spectator  
The Toronto Star  
The Waterloo Region Record

  
 


